The criteria on which the diagnosis of glaucoma in infancy is based are: (1) Intraocular pressure: This is most conveniently and probably most accurately measured by the Mackay-Marg applanation instrument. However, due to lack of an agreed normal range, and because of the uncertainty about the effect of general anesthetic agents on the pressure, the value of such measurement is limited. (2) Corneal diameter: This is also a variable quantity, and after the age of 18 months ceases to indicate lack of control of the glaucoma.
(3) Optic disc cupping: When the disc can be seen, this is the best guide to the adequacy of control.
While goniotomy is the ideal treatment for any case in which the Barkan membrane is present, in other cases other surgical procedures must be tried. Successes and failures occur with the operations of trabeculotomy, trabeculectomy, sinusotomy and iridocycloretraction. Some successes have occurred in cases of aniridia with the trabeculectomy procedure, probably because of the large iridectomy which it permits. The successful cases had a relatively large (3 mm) iris remnant, which appeared to occlude the trabecular surface much in the manner of the plateau iris.
The two complications of scarring and staphyloma formation contraindicate conventional fistulizing operations. Since this scarring is probably maximal on the anterior half of the globe, and is less likely to occur within the muscle cone, it seems possible that drainage may be established permanently by means of a tube extending from the anterior chamber to within the cone (Fig 1) . Such tubes are working with success four months after insertion into both eyes of an aniridic whose pressures remained above 60 in spite of several previous surgical interferences. It is possible that movements of the eyes contribute to maintaining the patency of these tubes.
The following papers were also read: Introduction to Glaucoma in Childhood Mr Barrie Jay Modern Concepts of Treatment MrNS C Rice Anterior Chamber Cleavage Anomalies and Their Systemic Associations Mr Brian Harcourt
